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I notice . . . .  

The buds from last week’s mystery plant started to 
bloom! Based on some internet research, and Mr. 
Cox’s plant wisdom, I think this is a ​Mexican Plum​. 
After seeing more images online, we are in for a 
treat as spring progresses, this little tree will be full 
of sweet-smelling flowers. Mexican plum and 
Eastern Redbud are two of the first trees to bloom 
in Texas. Have you noticed either in your 
neighborhood? True to their name, redbuds have a 
pink bloom, and they sprout all along the branches 
(as compared to the plum shown here, where the 
flowers bloom in clusters). 

 

 

Mexican Plum blossoms 

 

 
 

 
Old oak leaves and new buds 

I wonder. . . .  

Why do some of our oak trees still cling to their 
dead leaves? Nearly all traces of fall leaves 
have either blown away, or gently broken down 
into a mulch bed on the ground, yet these oaks 
still have branches covered in dead leaves. 
This phenomenon is called ​marescence​, and 
it’s a mystery to scientists as well. Holding on to 
leaves may provide ​adaptive benefits​. Leaves 
falling in the spring provide trees with their own 
mulch during the growing season, possibly 
giving them a competitive edge with access to 
more nutrients. Some scientists think the 
leaves help the trees hold onto snow longer, 
providing water early in the growing season as 
the snow melts. Finally, keeping unappetizing 
brown leaves on the tree may discourage 
browsing animals like deer, and help to hide the 

http://www.txsmartscape.com/plant-search/plant-details.php?id=294
https://northernwoodlands.org/articles/article/why-do-some-leaves-persist-on-beech-and-oak-trees-well-into-winter
https://www.mnn.com/earth-matters/wilderness-resources/stories/marcescence-why-leaves-some-trees-turn-brown-not-drop


tender, appetizing new leaf buds on the tree. 

 
 

A lovely Lenten reflection on nature, from​ ​Daily Reflections on Divine Mercy 

 

Dewdrops on leaves by the track 

 
 

Courtyard Adventures 
 

Just in time for warmer weather and more outdoor adventures, the gabion benches in Mary’s courtyard 
have beautiful new tops. Come try them out and enjoy the first signs of spring! 

 

Where to find Mrs. Breclaw next week 

Mon- 10-2  

Tues-11-2 

Wed- 10-2 

Thu- 9-2, 4-5 

Nolan Outdoor Learning Headquarters 
 
In the office immediately to the left of the teacher 
boxes in room D22. 
 
Please come by anytime! Let’s chat about how we 
can work outdoor learning into your lesson plans! 
 
ebreclaw@nchstx.org 

 
 
 

 

 

https://divinemercy.life/2019/10/24/reflection-297-lessons-from-nature/
https://divinemercy.life/2019/10/24/reflection-297-lessons-from-nature/

